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Vi si on : Var si ty  L akes M idd le School  i s a lear n ing inst i tu te that  i s ded icated  to the creat ion  of  academ ic 
excel lence th rough  r igorous, engaging instr uct ion  and in tegr ated  cur r icu lum .

M issi on : Var si ty  L akes M idd le School  w i l l  p rov ide a nur tur ing env i ronm en t that  ensures the con t inued 
developm en t of  the whole studen t. T h rough  chal lenging lear n ing exper iences, al l  studen ts w i l l  m ature 
academ ical ly, social ly, physical ly, em ot ional ly, and creat ively .

D ear  L igh tn ing Fam i l ies, 

W elcom e back for  the 20 19-20 20  school  year . I t  was a busy sum m er  at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le School  host ing 

sum m er  school  and p repar ing the bu i ld ing for  the new year. T he f i r st  day of  school  for  studen ts is scheduled  for  

M onday, August 12th . Bel l  t im es for  studen ts at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le School  i s 9:45 A.M . ?  4:0 0  P.M . As the 19-20  

school  year  k icks of f , i t?s im por tan t to rem em ber  the tardy- to-school  p rocedure. I f  you w i l l  be t r anspor t ing your  

ch i ld  to school  in  the m or n ing, i t  i s cr ucial  that  they ar r ive on  t im e, or  ear ly, ever y day so as not to m iss 

instr uct ional  t im e. Studen ts ar r iv ing af ter  9:45am  w i l l  r epor t  d i rect ly  to the f ron t of f i ce to sign  in  and receive a 

tardy pass to class. I t  i s essen t ial  that  studen ts ar r ive to school  on  t im e and are p repared for  instr uct ion  when  the 

tardy bel l  r ings at  9:45 A.M . W e wan t to ensure that studen ts are m axim izing instr uct ional  t im e and not f al l ing 

beh ind . T he tardy pol icy w i l l  be fol lowed accord ing to the school  d istr i ct?s Code of  Conduct. W e take ver y 

ser iously  our  responsibi l i ty  to p repare studen ts for  the chal lenges they w i l l  f ace in  the global  wor k force. 

T herefore, I  assure you that we w i l l  focus on  p roducing col labor at ive p roblem -solver s that  are independen t, 

cr i t i cal  th inker s. O ur  goal  i s to ensure that ever y studen t m axim izes thei r  ind iv idual  academ ic poten t ial . 

T he bu i ld ing opens for  studen ts at  9:0 0  A.M . each  school  day. Please do not d rop  of f  your  ch i ld  p r ior  to 9:0 0  

A.M . because we cannot p rov ide outside super v ision . H owever, we do of fer  a m or n ing care p rogr am  for  paren ts 

need ing super v ision  for  thei r  ch i ld (ren) p r ior  to 9:0 0  A.M . O ur  m or n ing care p rogr am  begins at  7:0 0  A.M ., and i t  

costs $5.0 0  per  day. For  m ore in for m at ion , p lease con tact  us.   

W e are exci ted  to of fer  an  oppor tun i ty  for  our  incom ing 6th  gr ade studen ts to get acquain ted  w i th  Var si ty  lakes 

M idd le School  dur ing our  6th  gr ade or ien tat ion  wh ich  is scheduled  for  W ednesday, Ju ly  31st f r om  8:30  A.M . ?  

12:0 0  P.M .  Al l  incom ing 6th  gr ade studen ts are inv i ted  to at tend, and paren ts are inv i ted  to stay for  an  

in for m at ional  m eet ing. Studen ts w i l l  have the oppor tun i ty  to lear n  about school  expectat ions and p rocedures as 

wel l  as purchase school  apparel .   

O ur  Back- to-School  O pen  H ouse w i l l  be held  on  T hur sday, August 8th  f r om  4:30  P.M . ?  6:0 0  P.M .  T h is i s an  

oppor tun i ty  to v isi t  classroom s, m eet teacher s, and lear n  m ore about the cu l ture at  VL M S.  I n  add i t ion , 

in for m at ion  regard ing tr anspor tat ion  and bus schedules w i l l  be p rov ided, as wel l  as the oppor tun i ty  to purchase 

school  and Physical  Educat ion  apparel  and locks for  locker s. Studen t schedules w i l l  not  be given  out at  the open  

house. You m ay access your  ch i ld?s schedule th rough  the Focus studen t in for m at ion  system . Please ei ther  have a 

hard  copy of  your  ch i ld?s schedule w i th  you at  the open  house, or  br ing an  electron ic dev ice w i th  you that w i l l  

al low you to access the Focus system . I f  you would  l i ke to p ick up  a hard  copy of  your  ch i ld?s schedule p r ior  to 

the open  house, you m ay stop  by the VL M S f ron t of f i ce August 5th  ?  August 7th  f r om  9:0 0  A.M . ?  3:0 0  P.M .  

N ew slet ter  
D r. M eder ios -  Pr incipal  

M r. Plucker   -  Assistan t Pr incipal  

M s. Booker  -  Assistan t Pr incipal

 

M essage f rom  the Pr incipal



 

Please be sure to v isi t  our  school  websi te at  v lm .leeschools.net for  im por tan t in for m at ion  regard ing school  

act iv i t ies, con tact  in for m at ion , School  Advisor y Counci l  (SAC) dates, and m uch  m ore. A quar ter ly  newslet ter  w i l l  

be sen t to L igh tn ing f am i l ies includ ing updates of  accom pl ishm en ts and endeavor s. A week ly  School  M essenger  

em ai l  w i l l  also be sen t out to keep  fam i l ies in for m ed regard ing upcom ing even ts. Please be sure that we have a 

cur ren t em ai l  address and phone num ber  on  f i le so that you can  stay abreast of  al l  the great th ings happen ing at  

VL M S. I f  you need to update your  con tact  in for m at ion , p lease be sure to stop  in  our  f r on t  of f i ce to speak w i th  

one of  our  represen tat ives.    

T he Focus studen t in for m at ion  and gr ad ing system  is an  excel len t  por tal  to u t i l i ze to stay in for m ed regard ing 

your  ch i ld?s gr ades, classwor k assignm en ts, and at tendance record . I n for m at ion  on  using the system  w i l l  be 

avai lable at  our  open  house, in  al l  newslet ter s, and on  our  websi te.   

Please be sure that you are acquain ted  w i th  the dress code pol icy for  the 20 19-20 20  school  year  as wel l  the cel l  

phone and electron ics use expectat ions for  the upcom ing school  year . I  would  l i ke to take th is oppor tun i ty  to 

encour age ever yone to con tact  m e, or  one of  our  adm in istr ator s, whenever  an  issue ar ises at  the school . Your  

ch i ld  and thei r  wel l -being is our  forem ost concer n , and we welcom e paren t con tact  to appr ise us of  al l  i ssues. W e 

take any and al l  i ssues and/ or  concer ns ver y ser iously  and wor k t i r elessly  to ensure that stakeholder s are 

com for table w i th  the educat ion  that studen ts at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le School  are receiv ing. M ore than  any th ing, I  

wan t to ensure that we are doing what i s in  the best in terest  of  our  studen ts. T hat can  on ly  occur  when  we are 

aware of  any issues and/ or  concer ns, so we can  address them  im m ediately.    

W e encour age studen ts to get involved in  extr acur r icu lar  act iv i t ies and im m er se them selves f u l ly  in  the 

classroom . T he greatest  th ing you can  do for  your sel f  i s get  a qual i ty  educat ion  and m axim ize your  poten t ial . 

W i th  hard  wor k , a posi t ive at t i tude, and per sever ance, any th ing is possible. 

I t  i s an  honor  and a p leasure to ser ve as the p r incipal  at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le School  where we are bu i ld ing 

success one studen t at  a t im e.   

M atthew M eder ios, Ed.D . 

Pr incipal 

6th  Gr ade O r i en tat i on : 

July  31, 20 19, 8:30  AM  -  12:0 0  PM

Fi r st  D ay f or  Teach er s: 8/ 5/ 19

Fi r st  D ay f or  Stu den ts:  8/ 12/ 19

Back- to-Sch ool  O p en  H ou se: 
8/ 8/ 19, 4:30  PM  -  6:0 0  PM

M essage f rom  the Pr incipal

,

Key D ates

http://www.nfm.leeschools.net


L igh tn ing Fam i l ies: 

I t  i s our  goal  to ensure that ever y studen t has a safe, r igorous lear n ing env i ronm en t f r ee f rom  unnecessar y 
d isr up t ions that detr act  f r om  instr uct ional  t im e. T h is past school  year , our  adm in istr at ive team  not iced an  
increase in  the am oun t of  instr uct ional  t im e lost  due to studen t v iolat ions of  the Code of  Studen t Conduct as i t  
r elates to electron ic dev ices. 

T h is com m un icat ion  is an  ef for t  to ensure that our  studen ts under stand the r u les regard ing electron ic dev ice 
possession  and usage. For  the 20 19-20 20  school  year , we w i l l  st r i ct ly  en force the Studen t Code of  Conduct 
regard ing cel l  phones and per sonal  electron ic dev ices (see below). W or k ing in  par tner sh ip  w i th  you, we can  
ef fect ively  reduce m ajor  d iscip l inar y in f r act ions, as wel l  as d isr up t ions to the lear n ing env i ronm en t, and im prove 
studen t safety  on  cam pus.  

30 . Electr on i cs/ Telecom m u n i cat i on  D ev i ces (ET D ) 

 Students may possess cell phones and other personal electronic devices while on school grounds during regular school hours, 
however they must be turned off at all times unless utilized for an approved activity. 

  

Any d isp lay or  use of  cel l  phones and/ or  per sonal  electron ic dev ices, includ ing headphones and/ or  ear  pods, 
w i thout per m ission  wh i le the studen t i s on  cam pus w i l l  r esu l t  in  d iscip l inar y consequences. T he expectat ion  is 
that  once studen ts ar r ive on  cam pus at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le, thei r  cel l  phone, headphones, ear  pods, and other  
electron ic dev ices are tur ned of f  and stored. W e ask that you p lease speak w i th  your  ch i ld  about th is pol i cy  and 
expectat ions for  the upcom ing school  year  at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le.  

W e under stand that there m ay be occasions when  you need to con tact  your  ch i ld  dur ing the school  day. H owever, 
we ask that you p lease ref r ain  f r om  con tact ing your  ch i ld  v ia thei r  cel l  phone. Rather , we ask that you cal l  the 
school  d i rect ly  at  (239)694-3464. O ur  f r on t  desk recep t ion ist  w i l l  take a m essage and im m ediately  del iver  the 
m essage to your  ch i ld .  

Your  cooper at ion  and par tner sh ip  to create a safer  and m ore secure lear n ing env i ronm en t f r ee f rom  d isr up t ions 
and d istr act ions at  Var si ty  L akes M idd le for  the 20 19-20 20  school  year  i s great ly  appreciated . I f  you  have any 
quest ions and/ or  concer ns regard ing th is pol i cy, do not hesi tate to con tact  us.  

CEL L  PH O N E/ H EAD PH O N E/ EAR PO D S/ EL ECT RO N IC D EVICE EX PECTAT IO N S 

Cel l  phones, headphones, ear  pods, and other  electron ic dev ices (per sonal  electron ic dev ices) are to be tu r n ed  of f  
an d  stor ed  at  al l  t im es w h i l e on  th e cam p u s of  VL M S. Cel l  phones, headphones, ear  pods, and other  electron ic 
dev ices (per sonal  electron ic dev ices) m ay not be used wh i le on  cam pus w i thout per m ission  f rom  a teacher. 
D isp lay  or  u se of  p er son al  electr on i c dev i ces w i th ou t  p er m i ssi on  w i l l  r esu l t  i n  th e f o l l ow in g con sequ en ces: 

1st  O f fense = D evice is con f iscated . T he studen t w i l l  r eceive a BO LT  card  ci tat ion  in  Cast le and the paren t w i l l  be 
con tacted . T he studen t m ay p ick up  the dev ice at  the end of  the school  day.  

2nd O f fense = D evice is con f iscated . T he studen t w i l l  r eceive a d iscip l ine refer r al  in  Cast le, and an  af ter  school  
deten t ion  w i l l  be assigned. T he studen t m ay p ick up  the dev ice at  the end of  the school  day. 

3rd  O f fense = D evice is con f iscated . T he studen t w i l l  r eceive a d iscip l ine refer r al , and one day of  I n ter nal  
Suspension  

and/ or  Saturday deten t ion  w i l l  be assigned. T h e p ar en t  m u st  p i ck  u p  th e dev i ce i n  th e f r on t  of f i ce at  th e sch ool .  

Con t inued O f fenses w i l l  r esu l t  in  p rogressive d iscip l ine consequences.  

  

  

I M PO RT A N T  A N N O U N CEM EN T



W e are p lann ing to hold  an  O pen  

H ouse for  paren ts and studen ts on  

T hur sday, August 8th  f r om  4:30  P.M . 

-  6:0 0  P.M .  Paren ts and studen ts w i l l  

have the oppor tun i ty  to purchase 

locker s and at t i r e for  Physical  

Educat ion , get in for m at ion  

regard ing bus routes, and v isi t  

classroom s and m eet teacher s.  

Studen t schedules w i l l  be avai lable 

for  p ickup  on  August 5, 20 19 

th rough  August 7, 20 19 in  the f ron t 

of f i ce between  the hour s of  9:0 0  

A.M . -  3:0 0  P.M .  I n  add i t ion , studen t 

schedules m ay be accessed on l ine, 

v ia Focus.  

SCH ED U L E 
D I ST RI BU T IO N

D ear  Paren ts and Guard ians: 

W e would  l i ke to see your  ch i ld  in  school  ever y day, lear n ing, heal thy, 

and exci ted  to par t i cipate in  al l  of  our  school  act iv i t ies; however, in  the 

even t your  ch i ld  i s i l l  (tem per ature above 10 0 , vom i t ing, uncon trol lably  

cough ing, has a r unny nose, or  red  dr ain ing eyes), p lease keep h im / her  

hom e and seek m ed ical  adv ice.  I n  add i t ion , in  the even t of  an  

em er gency, p lease have your  ch i ld?s em er gency card , w i th  al l   con tact  

num ber s where you can  be reached, d ropped of f  in  the cl in ic.  

Please check w i th  your  ch i ld?s doctor  to m ake sure thei r  im m un izat ions 

are cur ren t as wel l  as any m ed ical  in for m at ion , or  need for  m ed icat ion  

wh i le at  school .  Please subm i t  the p roper  docum en tat ion  and 

per m ission  for m s to our  cl in ic. 

6th  Gr ader s rem em ber  to get the needed im m un izat ions for  7th  gr ade.

You m ust have a T DAP given  af ter  August 20 0 6, 3 H epat i t i s vaccines, 2 

M M R?s and 2 Var icel la.  Please tur n  in  the copy of  the im m un izat ion  

record  to the school  before the open  house on  August 8, 20 19. 

T he L ee Coun ty H eal th  D epar tm en t of fer s FREE im m un izat ions (shots) 

to ch i ld ren  under  18.  T hey are located at  3920  M ich igan  Ave. For t . 

M yer s, Fl .  33916.  I t  i s by appoin tm en t on ly.

Rem em ber, p reven t ion  is key to keep ing your  ch i ld  heal thy.  

W e are look ing for ward  to a heal thy and successfu l  school  year  for  al l !

T hank you, 

N ur se L or i  and M s. Cor inna

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR CLINIC

See you soon !
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